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ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
Prospective students must submit ALL required documentation before they can be

considered for admission into the M.C.J. program. Students are admitted into the M.C.J.
program based on a thorough review of all materials provided to the Department of
Criminal Justice. Admission to the program requires:

• A bachelor’s degree and a record of academic achievement from an accredited 
college or university;

• An official transcript from each institution attended sent directly to the appropriate
admissions office. For transcripts other than English, please provide a certified 
English translation with an explanation of the grading system;

• Satisfactory scores on the Graduate Record Examination (GRE) or Miller Analogies
Test (MAT);

• Three letters of recommendation from persons knowledgeable about the applicant’s
aptitude for graduate work, such as former professors or master’s prepared 
supervisors; 

• A résumé of professional work experience, if applicable;
• A statement of educational goals that addresses the following points:

1. How do you think the M.C.J. degree will enhance your professional 
development?

and;
2. What expectations do you hope to realize by earning the degree?

• A formal interview with one or more graduate faculty members at Loyola.

A $20 application fee must accompany the completed application.

INTERNATIONAL APPLICANTS
In addition to meeting the above requirements, all international applicants:

• must submit results of the TOEFL, scoring 550 or higher (213 on CBT), unless their
previous degree is from a college or university in which the language of instruction
is English;

• requiring F-1 or J-1 visas must submit an affidavit of support.

TYPES OF ADMISSION
The Department of Criminal Justice Admission Committee reviews all applications

and makes admissions decisions. Applicants are notified of the decision by letter. Two
types of admission can be recommended:

Unconditional Admission: Applicants are admitted unconditionally when they have
submitted all required materials and met admission standards. Since admission into the
M.C.J. program is limited, the committee reserves the right to determine which applicants
are the best matches for Loyola’s graduate program.

Conditional/Probationary Admission: The decision to grant conditional/probationary
admission is based on perceived academic promise and is granted to an applicant to
provide an opportunity for the applicant to demonstrate his/her academic ability. The
student with probationary admission remains on probation until he/she has completed a
minimum of six graduate hours and has achieved a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher. If,

* Materials submitted in support of an application are not released for other purposes and cannot be returned to
the applicant.
** All application documentation listed on this page must be received by the Department of Criminal Justice
before a formal interview can be scheduled and a candidate’s possible acceptance into the program can be
considered.
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The mission of the criminal justice program at Loyola University New Orleans is to
prepare individuals, through a state-of-the-art curriculum, to assume positions in the public
or private justice system and/or to pursue advanced educational/professional specialties.
In all of its endeavors, the criminal justice program seeks to develop in students the ability
to critically analyze complex issues and master bodies of knowledge, yet seek truth,
wisdom, and social responsibility in the Ignatian tradition.

Criminal justice and private security are among the fastest growing fields in the new
millennium. An advanced degree is fast becoming a necessity for most careers in
criminal justice, both in the public and private sectors. The M.C.J. is offered in response
to the growing need for professionally trained public and private criminal justice
administrators, planners, and researchers as well as professionals in the field of private
security.

Students will receive theoretical and methodological training in criminal justice and
private security along with applied studies in areas such as organizational management,
budgeting and resource allocation, strategic planning, program evaluation, public
relations, human resource management, and computer information systems. The graduate
curriculum takes the student well beyond the content and instruction of their undergraduate
education and fosters independent learning and application of knowledge enabling the
individual to contribute to the profession. The emphasis on values and ethics and a
solid liberal arts grounding, along with a strong criminal justice curriculum including
theoretical as well as applied courses, has distinguished the Loyola program.

OUTSTANDING FEATURES OF LOYOLA’S MASTER OF
CRIMINAL JUSTICE PROGRAM

• Accelerated course format
• 30 semester hours
• 15 month completion
• Multi-disciplinary format
• Solid foundation in theoretical and applied knowledge
• Crime data and analysis skills
• Administrative and management skills
• Designed for professionals in criminal justice or private security and for those 

seeking to enter the criminal justice or private security fields
• Prestigious faculty with real-world experience
• Reduced graduate tuition (in relation to tuitions at other comparable 

universities/colleges)
• Assistantships
• Career counseling
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CRJU C705 Seminar in Criminal Justice 3 cr. hrs. 
Any of several different courses can be offered including security administration, premises liability
and crime prevention, corrections, international terrorism, and deviant behavior.

CRJU C710 Research and Statistical Methods 3 cr. hrs. 
The course examines research methods commonly used in the social and behavioral sciences,
including survey, field, and experimental research designs. Advanced inferential statistical procedures
for data analysis are covered using SPSS. Computer application and data bases are employed.

CRJU C718 Seminar in Criminal Justice Administration I 3 cr. hrs. 
Planning and financial management in criminal justice organizations. Topics include funding
sources of local, state, and federal governments, request and use of grants (public and private),
planning and preparation of budgets, public relations, and the political context of criminal justice
planning and budgeting.

CRJU C720 Seminar in Criminal Justice Administration II 3 cr. hrs. 
Current topics in the management and administration of criminal justice systems. A case approach
examining topics such as community policing, community policing as a part of community
government, zero tolerance, race, and ethnic conflict in the criminal justice system. 

CRJU C800 Selected Problems in Criminal Justice 3 cr. hrs. 
This course examines current topics and issues related to the field of criminal justice.

CRJU C805 Program Planning, Implementation, and Evaluation 3 cr. hrs. 
The application of social science research methods to effective policy making and evaluation.
Topics include conceptual, methodological, bureaucratic, political, and organizational factors in the
evaluation process as well as specific program evaluation research techniques. 

CRJU C850 Seminar in Criminology 3 cr. hrs. 
This seminar examines advanced subjects in the discipline of criminology including crime
measurement and analysis, crime and victim typologies, white collar and organized crime, etc.

CRJU C893 Directed Readings in Criminal Justice 3 cr. hrs. 
This seminar allows students to study specialized works in the field by reading and analyzing
both classical and contemporary works.

CRJU C900 Master’s Research and Practicum 3 cr. hrs. 
This capstone course consists of directed research in criminal justice under the guidance of a
graduate faculty member. The student must complete a practicum report demonstrating mastery of
professional skills in one of the following:

1. Write a 5,000- to 10,000-word research paper written in a research journal format. This is an 
original research piece that may be based on quantitative data or it may be a comprehensive
review of the literature;

2. Write an acceptable grant proposal following, for example, National Institute of Justice 
guidelines;

3. Write an evaluation of a criminal justice policy or program; or, 
4. Develop a security assessment and plan for a corporation or a facility, such as an airport or 

sports facility. This option is primarily for those individuals coming from the private 
justice sector.
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after the completion of six graduate hours, the student’s cumulative GPA is less than 3.0,
the student will not be eligible to return to the M.C.J. program.

EVALUATION OF TRANSFER CREDITS
Students who have earned graduate academic credit at another accredited university

or college may be allowed to transfer a maximum of six credit hours. In all cases,
course work will be evaluated for equivalence to M.C.J. program requirements; therefore,
students must provide course syllabi and other supporting materials to assist faculty in the
evaluation process.

ACADEMIC PROBATION AND STUDENT PROGRESSION
In order to remain in good standing and progress through the M.C.J. program, a

student must earn at least a C in any graduate course and must maintain a cumulative grade
point average of 3.0 or higher. A student who earns below a C in an M.C.J. graduate
course will be placed on academic probation and must repeat that course until a minimum
grade of C has been achieved. A student whose cumulative grade point average falls below
3.0 will be place on academic probation. A student on academic probation has one
semester (fall, spring, or summer semester) to remove the academic deficiency. If the
deficiency is not removed in the allotted time, the student may not be eligible to continue
in the M.C.J. program. The final decision to allow a probationary student to remain in the
program will be made by the department chairperson.

PROGRESSION THROUGH THE CURRICULUM
The M.C.J. program is a cohort model meaning the student moves through the

curriculum taking a prescribed set of courses each semester. If, for some reason, the student
cannot adhere to the set schedule, graduation in the 15-month period may not be possible.
The department will make every effort to accommodate the student by modifying his/her
progression plan.

LENGTH OF TIME TO COMPLETE M.C.J. PROGRAM
Students are required to complete the M.C.J. program within 5 years of enrolling in

course work.

COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION
By submitting the application to graduate, students are also declaring their candidacy

in the Master of Criminal Justice (M.C.J.) program. As part of the requirements for
graduation, they are required to pass the comprehensive examination for the program.

DEGREE CANDIDACY
M.C.J. students must apply for candidacy after completion of 12 credit hours with

an overall 3.0 average in the program.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE GRADUATE COURSES

The Master of Criminal Justice (M.C.J.) is a 30 credit hour program. This program is designed to
be flexible both with regard to course delivery as well as completion time.

CRJU C700 Theories of Criminal Behavior 3 cr. hrs. 
An intensive overview of the major etiological theories of crime as they relate to contemporary crime
control and correctional models with special emphasis on criminal justice applications. Linkages
between current paradigms of criminal behavior and current developments in criminal justice
policy will be explored. 
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